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Members!  Do  you  have  something  for  The  Commemorative  Trail? 


Cary  Beedon,  SUSCC  Editor,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 


The  President's  Message 


B\  Anthony  Sw  latek 


Greetings  fellow  remembrance  preserver  collectors: 


There  isn't  very  much  new  to  report  concerning  our  U  S.  commemorative  marketplace.  Dead 
for  the  most  part  in  the  numismatic  doldrums.  (You  can  also  add  the  walking  liberty  half  dollar, 
mercury  dime  and  Morgan  dollar  series  —unless  the  coins  are  original,  better  date  offerings. 

Just  hard  to  locate  true  quality.) 

Why  you  ask?  Have  requested  the  opinion  of  many  dealers  over  the  last  year.  Most 
exclaimed  we  lack  the  wind  to  push  our  sails  and  sail  our  figurative  ship.  The  reason  is  a 
combination  of  optimistically  graded  encapsulations.  These  can  be  unattractive  dull  satiny 
coinage  housed  in  slabs,  flaunting  an  undeserved  MS-65,  or  MS-66  or  even  a  MS-67  rating. 
(Remember,  we  are  not  only  talking  about  commems!)  This  category  certainly  does  not  excite  or 
move  the  person  when  viewing  the  coin. 

Example:  I  was  just  offered  five  Stone  Mountain  slabs  rated  MS-67  from  an  original 
collection  which  just  entered  the  market  on  July  7,  2008.  These  "unexcitables"  are  worth  $850 
and  not  $2000!  The  $2000+  piece  should  be  a  very  beautiful  coin.  Was  also  offered  a  50-piece 
commem  set  by  a  dealer  at  the  last  Central  States  convention  in  Chicago.  All  slabs  graded  MS- 
65  through  MS-67.  The  contained  were  so  bad  that  I  could  not  believe  what  I  was  examining. 
The  dealer  at  my  table  who  could  not  believe  what  I  was  showing  him  said,  "You  made  a  face 
as  if  you  were  smelling  a  malodorous  emanation  from  a  tossed  baby’s  diaper  near  the  changing 
station  in  the  men's  room."  Could  not  wait  to  return  the  set  to  the  dealer —  who  said,  "Most  of 
these  commems  are  really  nice."  They  were  so  nice  that  I  would  buy  only  five  coins  from  the 
entire  set.  The  remainder-including  all  the  key  and  semi-key  coins  created  the  sensation  on 
nauseation.  Why?  Questionable  high  point  friction,  plus  artificial  toning  whose  molecular 
structure  has  changed,  making  the  questionable  more  obvious,  as  well  as  puttied  surfaces,  etc. 

Next,  there  exist  those  blast  white  looking  coins.  They  can  lack-via  chemical  removal  -  the 
very  important  original  surfaces  or  "skin"  which  is  critical,  especially  in  grades  MS-64  and  loftier 
They  are  not  worth  their  indicated  grade.  These  are  the  encapsulations  which  can  be  purchased 
by  the  dealer  looking  only  for  a  bargain  price  and  excellent  profit.  Feel  for  the  buyers,  who 
procure  at  or  below  current  levels  from  them,  thinking  a  good  deal  was  made. 

Next,  we  have  those  coins  which  are  accurately  or  strictly  rated,  say  MS-65  or  MS- 
66.  Problem  is  they  have  no  chance  for  an  upgrade.  Thus,  they  don't  sell  as  quickly  as  in  the 
past  Also,  many  collectors  now  own  the  particular  issue  which  is  currently  not  too  difficult  to 
obtain,  thus  sales  are  somewhat  slow. 

In  closing,  be  aware  that  no  brilliant  1938  New  Rochelle  proof  half  dollars  exist'  The  grading 
label  on  NGC  slabs  can  indicate  Sp-64.  Sp  stands  for  specimen-64!  The  only  True  proof 
encapsulated  to  date  is  a  matte  proof  NGC-61.  More  on  this  topic  in  the  next  issue. 


Numismatically  yours, 


Anthony  'J.  Swiatek ^ 


Have  any  questions,  please  be  in  contact. 
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By  Gregory  N.  Mirsky 


The  Vice 


president’s  Message 


hiatus  /  hl-a  t0s/  [hahy-ey-tuhs]  -noun,  plural  -tuses,  -tus. 

1 .  A  break  or  interruption  in  the  continuity  of  a  work,  series,  action,  etc. 

2.  A  missing  part;  gap  or  lacuna:  Scholars  attempted  to  account  for  the  hiatus  in  the 
medieval  manuscript. 

3.  Any  gap  or  opening. 

4.  Grammar,  Prosody.  The  coming  together,  with  or  without  break  or  slight  pause, 
and  without  contraction,  of  two  vowels  in  successive  words  or  syllables,  as  in  see  easily 

5.  Anatomy.  A  natural  fissure,  cleft,  or  foramen  in  a  bone  or  other  structure. 

[Origin;  1555-65,  <  L  hiatus  opening,  gap,  equiv  to  hia(re)  to  gape,  open  +  -tus  suffix  of 
v.  action] 

Those  of  you  who  have  read  these  pages  know  that  several  contributors  of  this  periodical  (I 
included)  have  had  our  less  than  flattering  opinions  about  the  modern  commemorative 
numismatic  offerings  of  the  past  several  years.  Uninspired  designs,  dubious  subject  matter, 
questionable  surcharge  diversions  and  accounting  have  all  taken  a  toll  on  the  modern 
commemorative  programs.  Maybe  the  word  "hiatus"  needs  to  be  included  into  our  discussions 
on  modern  commemorative  coinage?  Maybe  that  is  what  we  need  —  a  hiatus,  a  break  or 
interruption  in  the  continuity  of  a  work,  series,  action,  etcetera  for  the  modern  commemorative 
coin  program.  Whv  not?  It  certainly  couldn't  hurt! 

VVhv  may  some  ask?  lust  browse  eBav  or  any  auction  catalog  and  see  how  well  modern 
commemorative  coins  are  doing.  If  it  wasn't  for  the  marked  increase  in  bullion  prices  1  doubt 
many  modern  issues  of  recent  years  would  meet  or  exceed  their  issue  prices.  Even  slabbed 
MS/PF-69's  and  MS/PF-70's  languish  in  auctions  begging  for  bids  with  many  of  those  very  bids 
being  provided  by  the  uninitiated  or  misinformed. 

I  was  always  taught  that  if  you  find  yourself  doing  something  wrong  over  and  over  again, 
then  stop,  take  a  step  back  and  reexamine  how  and  why  vou  doing  something.  Maybe  a  hiatus 
by  the  US  Mint  on  commemorative  coins  will  help.  Heck!  They're  busy  creating  five  new 
quarters,  five  new  dollars,  and  several  bullion  designs  each  year.  Weren't  these  the  same 
people  in  the  late  seventies  and  early  eighties  who  said  they  hadn't  deviated  a  design  in  years 
and  people  don't  like  change  —  besides  they  were  too  busy  just  making  cents,  nickels,  dimes 
quarters,  halves  and  dollars.  They  exclaimed:  "Now  you  want  us  to  make  commemorative 
coins  too!"  Maybe  those  naysayers  were  right.  The  US  Mint  does  have  too  much  on  their  plate. 
Well,  the  dubious  artistic  quality  shows  with  coins  that  often  look  more  like  medals  than  coins 
and  the  lack  of  collector  interest  definitely  shows.  So  let's  let  the  US  Mint,  the  politicians,  special 
interest  groups  have  their  way  with  the  circulating  quarters,  dollars  (and  the  2009  cent?)  and 
leave  the  commemoratives  to  collectors  serious  about  numismatics.  What  say  vou? 


(jregoryN.  iMirsf;y 
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SUSCC  R.£p0r£/. 

1  he  balance  of  the  SUSCC  account  on  July  1, 2008  is  $18444.85. 

1  his  is  an  increase  of  $1939.58  on  the  balance  from  January  1, 2008  of  $16505.27. 

Transactions  during  this  period: 

Dues  and  Donations  collected  $3562. 

Printing  and  Mailing  The  Commemorative  Trail  2  issues  ($1587.98) 

*Secretary's  postage  expenses  ($34.44) 


*These  postage  expenses,  at  this  time  of  year,  mostly  result  from  the  costs  of  forwarding  mail  or 
returning  mail  with  no  forwarding  address  because  of  the  class  of  mail  used  for  the  Trail.  Please 
remember  to  send  a  change  of  address  to  Gary  Beedon,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA 
92647,  or  send  us  an  email  at  Beedon@earthlink.net  so  we  can  reduce  these  expenses. 


SUSCC  R.£p0r£/. 

A  biq  \A/£L-COyi£ £.0  Out  w£\jj  SUSCC  tv\£tvtb£^-  © 

R-4013  Jerome  Hokanson 

R-4014  Michael  Sussman 

R-4015  Donald  Schonbrun 

R-4016  Steven  Carroll 

R-4017  King  of  Coins 

91/U0  A01V  U2V£  b2ei  2T& 

LM15  William  E.  Spears  (FL) 

LM32  J.  Vincent  Nabholz  (DC) 


M£wb£v"s  J^0pp£<A  -AVOw  w£wb£rsUtp  -$0t  u\0k\"p2 ywv&vt,  0-£  <\u£<^ 


Philip  Bailey,  Jr. 
Gordon  Brown 
William  Curtin 
John  Dannreuther 
Jim  Huffman 
Clarence  Jones,  Jr. 
Perry  Mansco 
Tom  McCarroll 
William  McKenna,  Sr. 
Mark  Montgomery 


Richard  Murcott 
Leo  Nagrodsky 
Mansco  Perry 
Tom  Pilitowski 
Byrd  Saylor  III 
Richard  Stoner 
Morris  Sussman 
Craig  Watanabe 
Norman  Watson 
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Collecting  Collectors:  Part  I 

By  David  Provost 

Having  to  collect  on  a  budget  is  a  way  ol  life  for  nearly  every  collector  I  count  myself 
among  the  budget  conscious  legions!  1  do,  however,  collect  beyond  my  means  on  a  fairly  regular 
basis.  How?  1  live  vicariously  through  the  efforts  of  big  budget  collectors  by  assembling  a 
library  of  auction  catalogs  that  feature  truly  outstanding  collections  of  US  commemoratives. 

As  my  55-piece  silver  type  and  major  variety  set  is  complete  (except  for  a  few  upgrades 
which  will  happen  when  1  encounter  a  nicer  example  than  the  one  I  currently  own),  1  have  begun 
to  research  and  learn  more  about  the  gold  series  in  preparation  for  starting  my  next  collecting 
endeavor.  A  couple  ot  years  ago,  however,  I  began  a  virtual  collection  through  acquisition  of  the 
auction  catalog  for  the  Heritage  Auction  Galleries’  June  2006  Long  Beach  Signature  Auction 
#4  OS. 

The  auction  included  a  truly  exceptional  complete  set  of  gold  commemoratives  assembled  by 
Dr.  William  Merritt  over  a  period  of  five  years;  he  worked  with  Swiss  America  Trading 
Corporation.  Each  of  the  “hand  picked"  coins  in  the  set  was  among  the  finest  available  in  the 
marketplace.  When  originally  certified  by  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  (NGC)  in  August 
2004,  nearly  all  were  “tinest  known"  they  continue  to  be  so  today.  At  the  time,  Mark 
Sal/berg,  Chairman  and  CEO  of  NGC,  noted  the  quality  of  the  coins,  commenting  "These  coins 
are  simply  amazing  for  their  originality  and  pristine  appearance."  (See  the  table  below  for  grade 
details.) 

As  the  classic  gold  commemorative  series  is  a  short  set  just  13  coins  the  Swiss  America/ 
Dr.  Merritt  collection  did  not  gamer  top  billing  in  the  auction  catalog,  though  its  quality  would 
certainly  merit  such  distinction  among  its  peers.  Surprisingly,  the  collection  was  not  presented 
as  a  contiguous  block  of  lots,  but  rather  as  the  ultimate  lot  within  each  grouping  of  type;  each  of 
the  lots  from  the  collection  was  so  noted  within  the  catalog.  The  catalog  featured  a  total  of  98 
gold  commemorative  lots  (including  two  proofs),  with  most  falling  in  the  range  of  MS-60  to  MS- 
64.  Dr.  Merritt’s  collection  truly  represented  the  “cherries”  among  the  golden  fruit  available. 

Dr.  Merritt’s  collection  was  nicely  presented  by  Heritage,  with  full-color  images  of  each  coin 
and  descriptions  that  included  brief  historical  information  about  the  general  coin  type  and 
individual  strike/condition  comments  for  the  specific  coin  offered.  It  would  have  been  great  if 
they  had  listed  the  lots  consecutively  to  make  comparisons  among  coins  in  the  set  a  bit  easier. 

Upon  certification  by  NGC,  the  set  immediately  became  the  number  one  set  in  NGC's 
Certified  Collectibles  Registry  within  the  “Gold  Commemoratives  1903  1926"  category.  The 

set  won  “Best  in  Category’’  in  2004  and  has  continued  to  rank  as  the  finest  NGC-registered  set 
with  repeat  wins  in  2005,  2006  and  2007.  I  hc  set  included  three  MS-68  coins,  eight  MS-67 
pieces  and  two  MS-65  coins  (the  Pan-Pac  $5()’s).  flic  set  also  included  a  proof  example  of  the 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition:  Jefferson  gold  dollar;  the  coin  graded  PE-66  Ultra  Cameo 


5 


1  he  following  table  presents  the  individual  coins,  their  grades  and  the  price  each  realized  in  the 
auction. 


Year 

Denom 

Coin  Description 

if 

Grade 

Pop 

Higher1 

Price 

Realized2 

1 903 

$1.00 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition: 
Jefferson 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$9,200 

$1.00 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition: 
McKinley 

PCGS 

MS-67 

1 

$9,200 

1 904 

SI. 00 

Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition 

PCGS 

MS-68 

0 

1 

$57,500 

1 905 

SI. 00 

W  » 

NGC 

MS-67 

0 

$54,625 

191 5-S 

$1.00 

Panama-Pacific  International 

PCGS 

0 

$14,375 

Exposition 

MS-67 

$2.50 

b  t. 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$19,550 

$50.00 

Round 

%  V 

NGC 

MS-65 

21 

$109,250 

$50.00 

Octagonal 

V  V 

NGC 

MS-65 

9 

$1 15,000 

1916 

$1 .00 

McKinley  Memorial 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$11,500 

1917 

S 1 .00 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$14,950 

1922 

$1.00 

Grant  Memorial:  No  Star 

NGC 

MS-68 

0 

$21,850 

1922 

$1.00 

Grant  Memorial:  Star 

NGC 

MS-68 

0 

$16,100 

1 926 

S3. 50 

American  Independence 
Sesquicentennial 

NGC 

MS-67 

0 

$48,875 

1 903 

SI  .00 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition: 
Jefferson 

NGC 

PF-66UC 

2 

$20,700 

TOTAL 

$522,675 

All  Population  figures  arc  grading  sen’ice  specific ;  they  have  been  rechecked  against 
current  reports. 

All  Prices  Realized  include  a  15%  Buyer’s  Premium. 
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ll  is  interesting  to  note  that  seven  ot  the  15  coins  were  crossed  over  to  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PC  GS)  holders,  all  at  the  original  NGC  grade.  I  have  not  been  able  to  locate  a 
reason  for  the  crossovers  or  a  timeframe  for  them  (e.g..  Immediately  prior  to  the  auction?). 
Based  on  the  auction  images,  it  appears  that  the  coins  that  were  crossed  over  to  PCGS  lost  their 


Swiss  America/Dr.  Merritt  pedigree  and  thus  will  only  be  able  to  be  tracked  via  their  PCGS  ID 
number  (as  long  they  are  not  resubmitted). 


So,  as  I  build  my  gold  commemorative  collection,  I  will  be  inspired  by  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Merritt,  but  will  be  driven  by  more  modest  budget  parameters.  That’s  the  beauty  of  “collecting 
collectors"  via  auction  catalogs  ol  important  collections  -  for  just  a  few  bucks,  I  can  enjoy  the 
linest  coins  available  any  time  I  want  to  by  simply  pulling  a  catalog  off  my  bookshelf  and 
flipping  through  the  pages! 

In  future  issues  ot  The  Commemorative  Trail  I  plan  to  present  a  number  of  other  stellar 
commemorative  collections  that  I’ve  “assembled"  for  $20  or  less! 

Until  next  time.  Happy  Collecting!  Jt- 


Bogus  1906/1986P  Ellis  Island  commemorative  dollar! 
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The  Hudson  and  Missouri 


By  Anthony  Swiatek 


The  Hudson 


This  issue  is  not  readily  available  in  EF-AU  condition.  When  spotted,  it  will  usually  display 
some  form  of  cleaning  or  doctoring.  Popular  single  issue  is  not  that  difficult  to  obtain  in  MS-60 
through  MS-63  condition.  Numismatic  abuse  in  the  form  of  bag  marks,  reed  marks,  hairline 
scratches,  over  dipping,  etc.,  places  much  of  the  issue  in  this  category.  For  the  joy  of  collecting, 
look  for  specimens  in  these  grades  that  possess  eye  appeal.  Pass  on  the  lackluster,  dipped  out 
coin,  as  well  as  one  which  looks  as  if  the  whale  survived  a  harpooning  attack  or  the  Half  Moon 
displays  the  scars  of  a  sea  battle.  Those  are  your  primary  focal  points.  Attractive  MS-64 
specimens  are  the  specimens  which  offer  the  collector  the  chance  to  own  a  more  valuable  coin 
in  the  future.  Specimens  grading  strict  MS-65  and  higher  are  not  abundant  and  should  be  added 
to  one’s  collection,  if  possible. 

Surface  luster  will  range  from  brilliant  frosty  (not  the  norm)  to  dull  frosty.  On  a  very  rare 
occasion,  strike  will  be  a  detriment  pertaining  to  grade  or  value.  Design  definition  was  not  meant 
to  be  crisp  or  sharp  As  an  example,  the  ship’s  main  sail  definition  (ribbing)  will  rarely  display 
completeness.  What  minute  definition  was  present  on  the  die,  quickly  was  lost  after  a  small 
number  were  struck. 

No  error  coinage  is  known  to  exist. 


Detecting  counterfeits 

A  counterfeit  specimen  will  flaunt  raised  obverse  tool  marks  resembling  spikes  or  spears  by 
the  letter  “F”  of  half  and  “AR"  of  dollar  protruding  into  the  field,  as  well  as  a  depression  in  the 
second  “A"  of  America  The  reverse  will  exhibit  a  re-tooling  of  Neptune’s  face  —  by  an  unknown 
numismatic  plastic  surgeon  —  plus  two  depressions  above  the  “P"  of  pretium. 
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Is  your  Hudson  circ  or  Mint  State? 


Obverse:  A  metal  loss  will  make  its  ugly  appearance  just  below  the  center  of  the  mainsail.  If 
present,  a  difference  in  metal  texture,  grayish  white  color  and  fine  crisscross  scratches  will  be 
seen.  In  an  attempt  to  conceal  the  wear,  the  coin  can  be  polished  or  whizzed,  or  puttied,  or  have 
this  small  area  surface  textured. 

Reverse:  The  first  location  to  show  the  negative  effects  of  friction  will  be  the  city’s  motto  ed 
decus  et  pretium  recti  —  which  usually  appears  softly  struck.  Add  to  this  location  Neptune's 
thigh  and  shoulder  directly  above  the  thigh. 


Related  material 

Orders  were  mailed  to  lucky  subscribers  by  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Box 
148,  Hudson,  N  Y.  in  their  kraft  envelope  housed  in  an  unmarked  cardboard  holder  with  a  plain 
blue  backing.  A  red  wax  seal  was  used  by  the  bank- on  the  back  of  these  very  hard  to  locate 
items.  The  holder  itself  may  be  valued  at  $125-$225,  Hudson,  NY,  Sesquicentenmal  Half  Dollar 
with  original  envelope,  $275  to  $400. 


Future  Potential  of  the  Hudson,  NY,  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 
Population  Figures  (NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 


DATE  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66  MS-67 
1935  882  1853  1087  318  31 

To  date,  no  Hudsons  have  been  graded  MS-68  nor  higher 

Most  circulated  offerings  will  be  of  the  cleaned  and  abused  variety.  They  are  worth  much 
less  than  current  bid  levels.  MS-60  coinage  is  usually  not  attractive,  so  think  MS-63,  should 
funds  permit.  Fairly  priced  at  current  levels  in  MS-60  through  MS-64  condition.  Potential  gain 
begins  with  eye  appealing  pieces  grading  MS-64+.  Past  value  spread  between  the  latter  and 
our  MS-65  rating  during  the  May  1989  high  was  $3,700.  That  appears  to  be  history.  I  would 
lower  census  between  22%  and  26%.  Good  to  very  good  future  potential. 
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Real  future  for  this  issue  resides  in  the  eye  appealing,  strictly  graded  MS-65  specimen  Pass 
on  the  unattractive  and  questionable  offering.  Popular  creation  offers  excellent  possibilities  and 
is  recommended.  Value  spread  between  this  grade  and  MS-66,  during  the  said  high  was 
$5,200  Population  figures  can  be  reduced  between  18%  and  21%.  In  the  loftier  grades,  the 
Hudson  is  undervalued  and  offers  excellent  future  potential,  to  those  who  can  afford  such  a 
rating  Ditto  MS-67 


The  Missouri 


Circulated  examples  of  either  coin  in  EF-AU  condition  will  display  some  form  of  abuse,  such 
as  whizzing,  polishing,  etc.  Smart  collectors  attempt  to  locate  coins  whose  surface  is  worn,  but 
displays  no  nasty  scratches,  digs,  etc.,  and  is  undoctored.  Our  2*4  variety  in  the  rarer  issue  in 
EF-AU  through  MS-64  condition.  The  allure  of  the  incused  symbol  is  responsible  for  the  higher 
price  tag.  Future  gains  begin  with  eye  appealing  MS-63+  coinage  of  either  production.  It  is  a 
wonderful  coin  to  possess  in  grades  MS-64.  Definitely  a  rare  coin  the  loftier  states!  The  2*4 
variety  was  subjected  to  much  numismatic  abuse.  However,  the  majority  of  the  higher  mintage 
NO  2*4  issue  was  also  sold  to  non-collectors  and  heavily  abused  making  the  coin  rarer 
somewhat  MS-65  condition  Luster  will  range  from  flashy,  brilliant  (not  the  norm)  to  satiny,  to 
dull  satiny.  Creation’s  granular  irregular  surface  is  responsible  for  most  of  this  occurrence. 

A  small  percentage  of  the  entire  issue  can  be  classified  as  sharply  struck.  The  remainder  at 
best  can  be  labeled  just  satisfactory.  The  vertical  leather  strap  extending  upwards  from  the 
powder  horn  will  show  definition  approximately  half  way  up  the  left  shoulder.  Due  to  shallow 
design  definition  and  die  wear,  only  the  earliest  strikes  from  the  new  dies  will  display  the  full 
leather  strap.  Such  will  not  affect  the  grade  of  the  coin,  nor  the  slight  flat  area,  also  created  from 
die  wear.  Area  can  appear  grainy  from  the  original  planchet  or  coin  blank  surface. 

Being  struck  first,  the  incused  variety  displays  some  more  definition  Detracting  features 
such  slide  marks,  small  scratches  and  cuts  on  the  primary  focal  area,  which  is  the  face  of  the 
frontiersman,  quickly  eliminates  many  of  these  coins  from  the  MS-64  and  MS-65  grades.  These 
same  negatives  will  do  likewise  to  the  primary  focal  location  which  is  the  smooth  looking  back  of 
the  reverse  frontiersman.  Thus,  acquiring  strictly  graded  and  appealing  MS-64+  and  higher 
material  will  not  be  easy.  Some  pieces  may  exhibit  a  small  planchet  split  on  the  edge.  This 
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results  from  a  flaw  in  the  design  and  manufacture  of  the  dies.  This  split  can  lower  a  coin's  worth 
To  date  no  error  coinage  has  entered  the  marketplace  to  date.  A  proof  2*4  does  exist 

Counterfeits  of  the  plain  or  NO  2*4  variety  exist.  Have  seen  a  few  examples  flaunting 
prooflike  to  semi-prooflike  surfaces,  weakness  of  strike  and  raised  metal. 


Is  your  Missouri  circ  or  Mint  state? 

Obverse:  Wear  will  first  be  observed  on  the  cheek  of  the  frontiersman,  as  well  as  his  shoulder 
and  on  the  hair  behind  his  ear.  Examine  cheek  area  for  doctoring,  in  the  form  of  whizzing, 
surface  texturing  and  light  buffing.  The  rest  of  the  coin  can  glow  in  the  dark  from  originality 
Beware. 

Reverse:  A  metal  loss  will  make  its  appearance  on  the  left  shoulder  and  upper  arm  of  the  man 
who  was  supposed  to  represent  Daniel  Boone  (who  like  Lafayette  appears  on  both  sides  of  the 
coin). 


Related  material 

No  original  mailing  holders  or  official  coin  envelopes  have  surfaced  to  date.  There  does  exist 
a  14  karat  gold  badge  worn  by  James  T.  Montgomery,  the  chairman  of  the  Centennial 
Commission’s  executive  committee.  The  badge  sold  for  $7,500  in  June  2008!  It  is  a  very  rare 
and  desirable  piece  of  commemorative  history. 


Future  Potential  of  the  Missouri  Centennial  Half  Dollars 
Population  Figures  (NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 

DATE  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66  MS-67 


1921  2*4 

679 

1506 

480 

37 

0 

1921  Plain 

804 

1705 

449 

55 

2 

To  date,  no  Missouri  half  dollars  has  been  graded  MS-68  nor  higher. 


That  noted  excessively  rare  Matte  Proof  was  submitted  to  NGC  (PF-65),  as  well  as  PCGS 
jPF-66).  The  NGC  grading  label  was  finally  returned,  for  census  deletion.  There  actually  exists 
only  one  encapsulated  coin! 


BEWARE  OF  THE  RAW  OR  UN-ENCAPSULATED  OFFERING! 

Many  of  the  circulated  offerings  will  display  some  form  of  cleaning,  whizzing  or  polishing, 
etc.  Pass  on  these  pieces,  unless  the  price  is  very  right  or  you  simply  couldn’t  care  less,  since 
all  that  is  wanted  is  a  representative  example  of  the  Missouri  issue.  What  is  always  desired  are 
those  flashy,  undoctored  AU-55  and  AU-58  pieces.  In  grades  EF-AU  through  MS-62,  both  coins 
are  somewhat  under  valued.  Can  be  purchased  only  for  the  joy  of  ownership  Ditto  the  just 
made  it  or  unattractive  MS-63  specimen.  For  those  interested  in  future  potential,  it  begins  with 
pieces  rated  strict  MS-63+.  Both  undervalued  issues  grading  MS-64  also  offer  good 
possibilities.  Pass  on  the  dull,  dark  or  questionable  coin.  Alluring  MS-64+  examples  of  each 
striking  are  worth  much  more  than  current  levels.  These  are  the  coins  that  just  look  all  MS-65, 
but  possess  some  detriment.  They  usually  sell  fast  when  offered  at  coin  shows,  unless  the 
asking  price  is  unjustly  high. 

Sometimes  a  seller  believes  he  or  she  possesses  more  of  a  coin  than  they  really  own1  I 
know  of  both  strikings  which  have  been  submitted  over  27  times  each,  in  hopes  of  an  upgrade! 
The  labels  were  cast  away.  Past  1989  high  spread  between  this  MS-64  and  MS-65  No  Star  and 
Star  rating  was  $10,000  and  $12,000  respectively!  I  would  reduce  both  population  figures 
between  21%  and  24%.  Very  good  future  potential. 

Any  strictly  graded  fully  original  MS-65  Missouri  is  an  undervalued  and  wonderful 
commemorative  to  have  as  part  of  your  collection,  should  you  be  blessed  with  the  extra  legal 
tender.  Pass  on  the  dull,  dark  and  questionable  offering.  The  May  1989  price  zenith  between 
grades  MS-65  and  MS-66  was  approximately  $9,500  for  each  striking!  Census  can  be  reduced 
between  22%  and  25%  for  each  creation.  Excellent  future  potential.  In  the  loftier  underrated  MS- 
66  category,  the  issue  is  very  rare,  especially  the  Missouri  2*4.  If  you  can  afford  the  rating,  buy 
it.  Tremendous  possibilities  for  its  owner.  Ditto  the  loftier  grades.  Unfortunately,  only  two  have 
been  encapsulated!  JU 
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BEING  THERE... 


"THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


and  the 


"1992  White  House 
Bicentennial 
Commemorative  Coin" 


Bv  Darrin  Dayton  R-3048 


"The  White  House  is  a  home  of  the  present...  a  living ',  active,  current \  vital 
place,  where  history  comes  alive  for  you  me  today. " 


If  someone  asked  you  to  name  a  famous 
house,  what  would  first  come  to  mind7  For 
many  Americans,  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  D.C.  would  be  our  quick 
response.  George  Washington  chose  the 
site  for  the  District  of  Columbia  as  well  as 
The  White  House,  though  he  never  had  the 
privilege  of  living  in  the  now  famous 
residence. 

There  was  a  design  competition  held  for  the 
house,  and  of  the  nine  submissions  made, 


an  Irish  architect  living  in  South  Carolina 
named  James  Hoban  was  the  chosen 
designer/builder.  The  first  cornerstone  was 
set  in  October  of  1792  but  it  wasn't  until 
1800,  that  the  house  was  ready  for  its  first 
occupants,  President  John  Adams  and  First 
Lady  Abigail. 

The  White  House  survived  a  fire  in  1814 
caused  by  British  invaders  during  The  War 
of  1812.  Another  fire  in  1929  during  the 
Hoover  administration  led  too  much  of  the 
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house  being  gutted  and  renovated.  The 
exterior  stone  walls  are  still  original.  Our 
third  president,  Thomas  Jefferson,  held  the 
first  inaugural  open  house  there  in  1805, 
and  the  house  has  been  open  to  the  public 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  wartime. 

It  is  the  only  residence  of  a  Head  of  State 
open  to  the  public,  free  of  charge.  The 
White  House  has  been  known  by  many 
names  in  its  history,  but  in  1901,  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  named  it  the  White 
House  and  the  name  stuck. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  White 
House  about  15  years  ago  on  a  public  tour. 
It  was  a  long  wait  and  a  quick  tour,  but  the 
few  main  rooms  I  entered  and  learned 
about  made  everything  I'd  seen  on 
television  suddenly  very  real,  alive  and 
personal.  Unfortunately,  in  the  wake  of 
September  11th,  public  tours  are  now 
available  only  by  appointment  for  small 
groups.  It  would  be  worth  the  effort  if  you 
or  your  family  has  not  yet  experienced  this 
famous  house. 

The  good  news  is  that  there's  a  wonderful 
White  House  Visitors  Center  a  few  blocks 
from  the  White  House.  I  visited  this  center 
on  a  separate  trip  to  Washington.  The 
center  is  almost  like  a  museum  of  the  White 
Houses nd  its  fascinating  history.  I 
watched  a  brief  video  that  gave  a  quick 
history  of  the  house  as  well  as  its 
inhabitants  over  the  years.  I  saw  some  of 
the  colorful  dinnerware  and  table 
furnishings  that  exhibited  the  individual 
tastes  of  each  First  Family  and  their  current 
period  in  history.  And  I  enjoyed  perusing 
the  many  other  fascinating  items,  pictures, 
and  historical  accounts  of  this  great  house 
and  the  many  and  varied  presidents  and 
their  families  who  have  lived,  worked,  ate, 
entertained,  played,  rested  and  slept  there 
throughout  our  history. 

While,  like  perhaps  some  of  you,  I've 
enjoyed  visiting  many  historically  significant 


homes  throughout  our  country,  residences 
where  such  vitally  important  figures  in 
American  history  like  George  Washington, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  or  James  Madison  called 
home,  I'm  sure  there  are  many  Americans 
unfamiliar  with  the  names  Mount  Vernon, 
Monticeiio  and  Montpelier.  When  you  ask 
them  about  the  White  House,  however,  it's 
a  familiar  ring  in  most  all  of  our  ears,  and 
a  recognizable  portrait  to  our  eyes.  I 
believe  the  reason  for  this  is  that  although 
the  homes  of  George  Washington,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  the  like  are  historically 
significant,  and  it's  great  to  go  and  see 
where  they  lived,  to  walk  where  they 
walked,  and  learn  of  their  lives  there,  these 
places  are  but  the  foundation  of  our  history, 
while  the  White  House  (though  no  less 
historic),  is  a  home  of  the  present.  .  . a  living, 
active,  current,  vital  place,  where  history 
comes  alive  for  you  and  me  today  in  2008. 

This  is  similar  to  our  family  history.  Our 
great  grandparents  in  many  ways  laid  a 
foundation  of  values,  religion,  work  ethics, 
traditions  and  family  heritage  that  can  be  so 
interesting  to  learn  about  and  appreciate, 
but  only  when  we  live  out  our  own  life, 
build  our  own  family,  raise  our  own 
children,  and  teach  our  grandchildren,  do  all 
the  things  they  stood  for,  lived  for  and 
accomplished  become  real  and  meaningful, 
personal  and  alive  for  us  today.  History  is 
our  essential  foundation,  but  living  out  that 
history  today  is  what  keeps  it  alive  for 
tomorrow. 

Just  like  our  family  history,  the  lineage  of 
Presidents  and  First  ladies  who  have 
occupied  the  White  House,  have 
experienced  both  good  times  and  bad,  trials 
and  successes.  They  have  lived  honorably 
and  with  respect,  but  occasionally  have 
done  things  that  have  brought  harm  or 
shame  to  us  as  a  nation.  All  in  all  however, 
the  White  House  and  its  occupants  are  a 
reflection  of  us  as  a  nation,  for  good  or  for 
bad. 
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As  commemorative  coin  collectors,  what 
more  appropriate  time  than  an  election  year 
to  add  the  1992  White  House  Bicentennial 
Commemorative  Coin  to  our  collection?  The 
obverse  portrays  this  200  plus  year-old 
white  mansion  in  stunning  detail,  with  its 
stately  pillars,  raised  American  flag,  and  our 
foundational  reminders  of  Liberty  and  In 
God  We  Trust  The  reverse  depicts  an 
entry  door  of  the  residence  and  a  side  view 
portrait  of  its  talented  architect,  James 
Tobin.  There  are  123,803  pieces  of  the  coin 
in  mint  state,  and  375,851  in  proof.  The 
approximate  cost  of  acquiring  this  beautiful 
commemorative  is  around  $30  for  each 
condition. ..a  very  reasonable  outlay  for  such 
an  important  reminder  that,  as  Americans, 
we  once  again  have  the  privilege  and 
responsibility  of  casting  our  vote  (and 
encourage  others  to  do  the  same)  for  the 
person  we  believe  will  best  build  upon  the 
foundation  of  our  unique,  rich,  innovative, 
God-blessed  history,  and  make  decisions 
that  are  real,  living  and  vital  for  our  nation 
and  our  world  today. ..and  do  all  of  this, 
under  the  roof  of  our  White  House. 

Let  this  beautiful  specimen  of  our  hobby, 
not  only  be  a  reminder  and  a  joy  to  you, 
but  also,  why  not  give  one  to  your  children 
or  grandchildren,  and/or  use  as  a  teaching 
device  for  young  and  old  alike,  to  draw 
interest,  enlighten  and  encourage  others  to 
keep  upholding  and  building  great  things 
upon  this  wonderful  foundation  we  call 
America.  And  if  you  haven't  already  done 
so,  why  not  make  a  visit  to  Washington, 

D.C.  and  tour  our  living,  active,  and  vital 
White  House  for  yourself?  There's  nothing 
quite  \ke... Being  There. 

(Visit  www.whitehouse.gov  for  more  great 
information.  This  web  site  was  a  source  for 
some  of  the  information  in  this  article.) 
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A  COMMEMORATIVE  QUEST 


bv  Larr\’  Shepherd 


(Fall/Winter  1991  Trail) 


" Twenty  four-five.  I've  got  twenty  four-five  up  front.  Five  thousand?"  I've  got  twenty 
four-five  ..." 


Do  I  hear  twenty? 

"Please  don't  hammer  it  down  at  twenty  four-five,"  I  prayed. 

"  Twenty  four-five.  Is  there  any  more  bidding  at  twenty  four-five?  Are  we  all  done  at 
twenty  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  this  exquisite  MS-68  Isabella  quarter?" 

"Please,  Ira!  You  can't  let  it  go  at  that  level,"  I  silently  pleaded  to  Ira  Goldberg, 
auctioneer  for  Superior  Galleries,  as  he  appeared  poised  to  smash  his  gavel  --  and  with  it,  my 
hopes  for  a  successful  sale. 

"Is  there  any  more  bidding?" 

It  was  9:07  a.m.,  Sunday,  August  1 1,  1991.  The  auction  of  my  144-piece  commemorative 
set  had  just  commenced  with  Lot  #1,  my  favorite  coin  in  the  set,  a  fabulously  beautiful  Isabella 
quarter.  For  weeks  I  had  felt  that  the  first  two  lots,  the  Isabella  and  the  MS-67  Lafayette  dollar 
that  followed,  would  be  the  bellwether  for  the  success  of  the  auction  and  would  set  the  tone  for 
the  rest  of  the  lots  that  followed.  If  the  Isabella  and  the  Lafayette  did  well,  I  knew  that  the  rest  of 
the  coins  would  also.  But,  if  they  did  poorly,  a  negative  mood  would  be  established  that  could 
depress  the  price  of  all  the  lots  that  followed. 

Privately  my  worst  fears  engulfed  me,  and  my  blood  pressure  rose  dramatically,  I 
suspect,  during  that  fifteen-second  sequence  when  the  bidding  on  the  Isabella  stalled  at  a 
frighteningly  low  level.  Numerous  people  had  expressed  interest  in  this  wondrous  coin,  and  1 
had  expected  it  to  be  the  most  coveted  piece  in  the  whole  set.  I  kept  asking  myself,  "Why  aren't 
thev  bidding?"  Were  the  pessimists  right?  Had  1  been  too  optimistic?  The  doubts  were  flooding 
my  mind  and  my  heart  was  pounding!  My  face  flushed,  and  1  felt  as  though  I  was  suffocating.  1 
wished  that  I  were  not  in  the  room,  but  I  knew  I  could  not  leave. 

Before  the  sale  I  had  been  asked  publicly  many  times  what  I  thought  the  Isabella  would 
realize,  and  each  time  I  responded  by  predicting  a  range  of  thirty  thousand  to  forty-five 
thousand  dollars.  Actually,  though,  I  was  being  conservative,  posturing  to  keep  expections  low. 

1  wanted  the  Isabella  to  sell  for  more  than  most  people's  estimates  to  create  an  immediate  image 
in  the  bidders'  minds  that  the  sale  was  going  to  be  a  success  and  that  prices  were  going  to  be 
strong.  That  would,  I  hoped,  cause  them  to  be  more  liberal  when  it  came  their  turn  to  raise  a 
paddle  and  bid  on  the  coins  they  wanted.  Privately  my  real  estimate  was  forty  thousand  to  sixty 
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thousand  dollars,  with  forty  thousand  being  the  lowest  level  consistent  with  a  truly  good  sale. 
Now  all  that  pre-sale  posturing  was  turning  into  a  nightmare  and  could  have  just  the  opposite 
effect  of  what  I  had  hoped.  Twenty  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  would  be  a  disaster, 
probably  carrying  the  whole  sale  down  with  it  as  the  bidders'  psychological  expectations 
plummeted. 

"Going  once!  Going  twice!  So..."  Ira  stopped  in  mid-word,  and  his  gavel  stopped  in  mid¬ 
air  on  its  downward  stroke  as  a  bidder  responded  at  the  very  last  possible  instant.  "I've  got 
twenty  five  thousand  in  the  back  of  the  room." 

The  feeling  of  relief  at  that  moment  is  hard  to  describe,  but  1  was  suddenly  aware  of  my 
wife's  hand  squeezing  my  knee.  Seated  to  my  left,  Vickie  had  obviously  sensed  the  stress  that  I 
had  been  experiencing  and  was  now  acknowledging  the  relief.  I  quickly  glanced  around, 
wondering  whether  other  people  had  been  watching  me,  and  if  they  had  also  sensed  mv 
emotions. 

Ninety/  seconds  later  Ira  hammered  down  the  Isabella  at  $57,500,  a  record  price  for  the 

issue! 

Lot  #2,  the  Lafayette  dollar,  quickly  followed.  My  posturing  had  been  at  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  but  my  hopes  were  for  ninety  or  higher.  Ira  opened  the  lot  at  $35,000,  but,  unlike  the 
Isabella,  the  bidding  surged  ahead,  reaching  the  $105,000  hammer  price  in  what  seemed  like  an 
instant.  Suddenly  the  mood  in  the  room  had  shifted,  from  anxiety  to  electricity.  People  shuffled 
in  their  chairs,  talked  to  their  neighbors,  and  exchanged  astonished  glances  across  the  floor. 
Those  who  had  been  shocked  by  the  price  of  the  Isabella  were  amazed  by  the  Lafayette.  The 
tone  had  been  set.  Expectations  were  heightened,  and  you  could  almost  see  bid  ceilings  being 
mentally  raised  on  upcoming  lots  by  a  roomful  of  hopeful  bidders.  "This  is  great,"  I  whispered 
to  my  wife.  Vickie  g ruined,  and  I  settled  back  in  my  chair  to  enjoy  the  rest  of  the  sale.  It  was 
going  to  be  a  great  day.  All  the  work  was  paying  off. 

For  over  four  months  prior  to  that  moment,  I  had  devoted  nearly  every  waking  hour  to 
promoting  the  sale.  With  the  help  of  my  family,  we  mailed  over  six  hundred  personal  letters 
describmg  the  coins  and  giving  details  about  the  auction.  We  mailed  or  distributed  at  com 
shows  more  than  one  thousand  brochures. 

Twice  I  flew  from  Ohio  to  California,  spending  a  total  of  six  days  in  Beverly  Hills  at 
Superior  Galleries  assisting  its  staff  with  the  catalog  and  promotion.  Plus  1  spent  hundreds  of 
hours  on  the  telephone  talking  with  prospective  bidders  and  with  the  press.  As  I  reflected  on  all 
the  time  and  effort  devoted  to  building  the  set,  it  seemed  appropriate  that  I  had  worked  just  as 
hard  to  promote  and  sell  it,  for  the  sale  was  to  be  the  conclusion  of  an  odyssey  begun  ten  years 
earlier  with  the  purchase  of  my  first  commemorative  coin. 

Coin  collecting  actually  started  for  me  in  1961,  when  at  the  age  of  eleven  a  friendly 
neighborhood  grocer  would  allow  me  to  go  through  lus  cash  register  change  to  look  for  buffalo 
nickels,  mercury  dimes,  etc.  Over  the  years  I  had  collected  just  about  every  series  except 
commemoratives,  but,  with  the  purchase  of  that  first  commem  in  1981,  1  was  immediately 
hooked.  Commems  epitomized  everything  I  enjoyed  about  American  coinage.  They  had  art, 
history,  variety7,  and  low  mintages.  Yet  they  were  a  series  1  could  afford  to  collect.  That  first 
purchase  (a  Lincoln)  made  me  want  to  own  all  the  issues.  Commems  became  the  only  focus  of 
my  collecting  interests.  What  had  been  a  hobby  for  over  twenty  years  suddenly  became  a  quest, 
as  I  quickly  tried  to  assemble  a  complete  uncirculated  50-coin  type  set. 

1  did  not  set  out  with  a  goal  of  building  the  finest  known  set  of  commems;  1  was  neither 
that  ambitious  nor  that  rich.  But  over  time  my  love  for  commemoratives  continued  to  grow, 
rather  than  to  wane  after  the  set  was  completed.  That  drove  me  to  continue  to  expand  and 
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improve  the  set;  expanding  it  from  a  type  set  to  a  full  144-piece  set  and  upgrading  individual 
pieces  when  the  opportunity  arose.  It  wasn't  until  about  five  years  ago,  when  people  started 
telling  me  that  my  set  was  probably  one  of  the  finest  in  existence,  that  1  raised  my  goal.  I  figured 
that,  it  the  set  was  good  enough  to  be  considered  one  of  the  best,  then  1  should  try  to  make  it  the 
best,  rhe  evolution  from  a  typical  collector  type  set  to  the  finest  known  set  was  just  that  —  an 
evolution;  hundreds  of  little  steps,  each  designed  to  add  to  or  improve  the  set. 

Now,  on  a  Sunday  morning  in  Chicago,  the  quest  was  over.  What  had  taken  me  ten  years 
to  build  and  five  months  to  promote  was  sold  in  just  two  and  one  half  hours! 

The  sale  set  many,  many  record  prices  for  individual  pieces;  and,  with  the  aggregate 
hammer  price  in  excess  of  $850,000  (approximately  $940,000  including  auction  fees),  a  new 
standard  was  established  for  a  complete  144-piece  set  of  U.S.  silver  commemorative  coins. 

Given  the  extreme  weakness  in  the  coin  market  this  year,  the  very  low  bid  levels  of  early 
August,  and  the  huge  volume  ot  corns  being  auctioned  during  the  ten-day  period  prior  to  and 
during  the  ANA  convention,  the  prices  realized  during  this  sale  were  more  than  satisfactory  to 
me.  "Astounding"  is  the  adjective  used  by  many  others,  but  regardless  the  adjective,  the  sale 
was  clearly  a  success. 

Much  of  this  success  can  be  credited  to  people  and  organizations  other  than  my  family 
and  me.  Superior  Galleries  and  its  wonderful  staff  cooperated  in  every  possible  way  and  were,  1 
am  convinced,  as  dedicated  to  making  the  sale  a  success  as  1  was.  PCGS  honored  the  set,  and  me 
personally,  by  putting  my  name  on  the  label  of  each  coin  graded  by  its  service.  The  decision  to 
pedigree"  the  set  attested  to  its  judgment  of  the  overall  quality  of  the  collection  and  sent  a 
message  to  the  numismatic  community  that  this  was  not  just  another  collection  being  hyped  by 
its  owner  and  an  auction  company.  Certainly,  the  numismatic  media  were  helpful  as  well  and 
provided  outstanding  coverage.  Also,  many  individuals  across  the  nation  went  out  ot  their  way 
to  help  boost  the  sale.  Foremost  among  these  were  Society  pillars,  Helen  and  Don  Carmody, 
who  were  very  helpful  with  their  enthusiasm  and  positive  comments.  Many  coin  dealers  helped 
by  spreading  the,  word  and  distributing  brochures.  Needless  to  say,  the  Trail  staff  worked 
overtime  to  ensure  that  our  Society  members  were  fully  informed  about  the  "upcoming  sale  of  a 
lifetime,"  which  I  very  much  appreciated. 

Nonetheless,  the  mam  reason  the  sale  was  successful  was  simply  the  superb  quality  and 
eve  appeal  of  the  coins.  Lacking  those,  all  efforts  would  have  been  fruitless,  for  this  was  not  a 
market  in  which  average-quality  coins  or  even  above-average  coins  would  generate  strong 
demand  and  premium  prices.  But  one  of  the  points  1  wanted  to  make  with  my  auction,  and 
succeeded  in  doing,  I  believe,  was  that,  if  you  do  your  homework,  take  your  time,  and 
concentrate  more  on  f  inding  the  right  coins  than  on  finding  the  cheapest  coins,  then  there  will 
always  be  a  strong  demand  for  what  you  own. 

I  have  always  operated  on  the  principle  that,  while  you  £SD  pay  too  much  for  the  right 
coin,  you  will  always  pay  too  much  for  the  wrong  coin.  As  a  coin  dealer,  I  have  observed  that 
most  retail  buyers  seem  to  focus  too  much  on  price  and  not  enough  on  getting  the  right  coin.  It 
has  been  my  experience  that  I  have  rarely  ever  made  money  on  bargains,  unless  the  whole 
market  rose  sharply.  On  the  other  hand,  my  greatest  profits  have  almost  always  been  earned  on 
the  superb  coins  that  I  "paid  too  much  for." 

People  who  rank  price  as  their  No.  1  priority  and  focus  upon  buying  cheap  coins  stand  a 
much  higher  chance  of  losing  money  in  the  long  term  than  the  buyer  whose  priority  is  finding 
the  right  coin  and  who  is  willing  to  buy  it  at  a  premium  price,  I  believe.  Obviously,  there  are 
upper  limits  on  the  amount  of  premium  that  is  reasonable;  but,  if  you  are  not  paying  some 
premium,  it  is  probably  not  the  right  coin. 
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The  auction  would  prove  to  be  a  severe  test  of  my  philosophy  and  the  strategy  1  had 
followed.  Many  people,  I  knew,  assumed  that  this  auction  would  prove  once  and  for  all  that  I 
had  been  foolish,  always  looking  for  the  best  coin  and  paying  strong  prices  in  the  process.  In  the 
world  ol  sight-unseen  trading,  paying  premium  prices  for  premium  coins  has  come  under 
increasing  attack  in  recent  years.  Because  most  of  my  coins  had  been  acquired  in  the  strong 
markets  ot  19861989  and  as  I  would  be  selling  in  the  weakest  market  in  a  decade,  a  huge  loss 
seemed  certain  —  at  least  in  the  view  of  some  people.  Several  dealer  friends,  primarily  those 
who  focus  on  sight-unseen  trading,  expressed  just  these  sentiments  to  me  in  the  days  and  weeks 
prior  to  the  sale.  Some  even  offered  advance  condolences  or  sympathy  for  the  impending 
"killing"  I  was  about  to  undergo. 

I  tried  to  "stay  cool"  and  display  an  air  of  confidence,  but  I'll  admit  that  I  was  nervous  and 
more  than  "mildly  worried"  as  the  date  for  the  auction  approached.  Fortunately,  the  negative 
sentiments  I  was  hearing  were  balanced  by  the  enthusiastic  comments  and  positive  projections 
of  many  of  the  collectors  who  contacted  me  as  well  as  by  some  of  the  more  optimistic  dealers. 
Most  importantly,  I  never  lost  faith  in  my  belief  that  collectors  would  pav  strong  prices  in  any 
market  for  superb,  premium-quality  coins.  Thus,  it  seemed  to  me,  the  key  to  having  a  successful 
auction  was  in  getting  collectors  excited  and  getting  them  to  attend.  They  did!  Many  of  those 
who  could  not  attend  had  someone  there  representing  them. 

Dealers  bid  just  as  strongly  as  did  the  collectors.  There  was  no  dominant  buyer,  and  the 
coins  were  disbursed  widely.  Prices  were  strong;  I  made  a  profit.  The  pre-auction  pessimists 
appeared  shocked  and  bewildered  by  their  miscalculations.  Many  tried  to  hedge  or  rationalize 
afterward,  but,  to  me,  the  explanation  was  simple.  Buyers  sent  a  strong  signal  that,  despite  their 
rejection  of  sight-unseen  trading  and  their  lack  of  interest  in  overgraded,  unappealing  coins  that 
seem  to  predominate  in  the  showcases  of  many  dealers,  the  sight-seen  market  for  superb 
quality,  eye-appealing  coins  was  still  strong. 

In  the  few  weeks  between  the  auction  and  the  time  this  is  being  written,  I  have  been 
asked  often  how  I  feel  now  that  my  collection  is  actually  gone.  The  answer  is  that  my  emotions 
are  mixed  but  mostly  positive. 

Sure,  I  miss  the  coins  and  I  miss  the  pride  of  ownership  and  the  attention  that  the  coins 
brought  me.  I  miss  the  thrill  of  going  to  the  vault  and  looking  at  each  of  the  coins  individually 
a  thrill  which  never  went  away  or  diminished  regardless  of  how  many  times  I  repeated  the 
process.  But,  like  a  person  who  has  climbed  a  mountain  and  then  come  back  down,  there  is  a 
continuing  sense  of  accomplishment  at  having  reached  the  summit.  Like  the  climber,  I  have  pic¬ 
tures  and  memories  to  sustain  the  experience.  I'm  very  pleased  to  share  the  pleasure  I  derived 
from  owning  the  coins  with  the  dozens  of  new  owners  who  now  treasure  the  coins  as  much  as  I 
did.  I  get  a  wonderful  feeling  when  a  collector  proudly  carries  one  of  those  coins  to  a  show,  just 
to  show  me  what  he  bought  at  the  auction  and  to  share  his  delight  with  his  friends  and  the 
bourse  dealers. 

Years  from  now  I  will  be  at  some  coin  show,  and  I'll  look  into  a  dealer's  case  and  spot  a 
coin  with  the  "Shepherd"  pedigree  on  the  label.  I'll  inquire  about  the  coin,  and  he'll  describe  it  as 
having  come  from  an  amazing  collection  assembled  many  years  ago  by  some  guy  named 
Shepherd.  He'll  tell  me  how  the  collection  was  sold  at  auction  "back  in  1991"  and  generated  a  lot 
of  excitement  along  with  what  were  then  record  prices.  I'll  listen  with  a  warm  feeling  in  mv 
heart  and  walk  away  with  a  smile  on  my  face  and  a  wistful  look  in  my  eye. 


Won't  that  be  fun? 
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I\<).  Box  5616 
Montgomery,  \ I  36 103-56 ! 6 


Beth  C  hupman 
Secretar\  (*l  Slate 

State  of  Alabama 

I,  Beth  Chapman,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  having  custody 
of  the  Great  and  Principal  Seal  of  said  State,  do  hereby  certify  that 

the  domestic  corporation  records  on  file  in  this  office 
disclose  that  Society  For  United  States  Commemorative  Coins, 
Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation,  incorporated  in  Madison 
County,  Huntsville,  Alabama  on  August  16,  1985.  I  further 

certify  that  the  records  do  not  disclose  that  said  Society 
For  United  States  Commemorative  Coins,  Inc.  has  been 
dissolved . 


In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  affixed  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at  the  Capitol, 
in  the  City  of  Montgomery,  on  this  day. 

June  18,  2008 


Date 


Secretary  of  State 


Beth  Chapman 
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22-June-2008 
P.O.  Box  999 
1120  Pike  St. 
Huntingdon,  PA 

16652-0999 


Mr.  Gary  Beedon 
SUSCC  Editor 
P.O.  Box  2335 
Huntington  Beach,  CA 
92647-2335 


Mr.  Beedon: 

I'm  enclosing  a  revised  edition  of  the  Commemorative  Coins 
Numbering  System. 

The  first  edition,  I  wasn't  completely  satisfied  with,  for 
example;  the  1995-96  Olympic  coins  had  two  different 
chronological  numbers,  but  the  1983-84  Olympic  coins  only  had 
one  chronological  number,  so  I  felt  that  the  1983-84  Olympic 
coins  should  also  receive  two  numbers,  the  same  as  the  1995-96 
Olympic  coins  . 

The  only  other  problem  that  1  can  see  is  how  to  distinguish 
between  the  copper-nickel  and  silver,  silver  from  gold,  gold 
from  platinum/gold,  etc. 

Also,  quarters  from  half  dollars,  half  dollars  from 
dollars,  dollars  from  five  dollars,  etc.  well,  you  get  the 
point. 

Also,  I  think  that  we  can  keep  more  members,  if  the  club 
will  run  a  contest  in  each  issue  of  the  Commemorative  Trail, 
with  the  prize  being  a  commemorative  coin  of  that  year,  for 
example  a  commemorative  half  dollar,  this  will  help  to  get  more 
members  involved  with  the  club,  since  most  members  can't  make  it 
to  the  meetings. 

Let  me  know  what  the  club  think,  also,  how  can  I  help  out. 


Sincerely 


Res  ter 
FB-9315 
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How  10  ust  i h e  Decimal  Sysilm  of  C l ass i f i ca i i on  for  Commemora i i vt  Coinage 

(Society  for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins  numbers) 

]_o;.oe  =  Classic  era  (golden  age)  Commemorati  ves  (1892-1954) 

200.00-  Contemporary  era  Commemorati ves  (1982-  ) 

oOl  .oo=  Chronological  order  in  which  the  coins  were  released 

ooo. ()c=  Indicates  only  year  and  design  of  this  issue 

ooo. ]o  =  First  style  issued  of  this  series 

ooo.2o=  Second  style  issued  of  this  series,  with  minor  or  major  design  changes,  2*4,  date 
or  composition  changes 

000.30=  Third  style  issued  of  this  series,  with  minor  or  major  design  changes,  date,  et  al  . 


000.0]= 

Philadelphia  Mint 

ooo.o2= 

Denver  Mi nt 

000.03= 

San  Franci sco  Mi nt 

000.0l|  = 

West  Point  Mint 

ooo . oop= 

Proof  issued 

Continued  from  Page  26  J, 


.41 


1953 

Booke^ 

T . 

1953-D 

Booker 

1  • 

1953-5 

Booker 

T 

1954 

Booker 

T. 

1 954 - D 

Booker 

T. 

1954-5 

Booker 

Wash  i  rigton-George  Washington  Carver,  silver,  half  dollar. 

Wash i ngton-George  Washington  Carver,  silver,  half  dollar. 

Washington-George  Washington  Carver,  silver,  half  dollar. 

Wash i ngton-George  Washington  Carver,  silver,  half  dollar. 

Washington-George  Washington  Carver,  silver,  half  dollar. 

Washington-George  Washington  Carver,  silver,  half  dollar. 

Part  2  Continued  in  Next  Issue 
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Numismatic  Ceremonial  Formalize  Commemorative  Coins 
Comprehensive  Systematically  Formulated  Information  Decipher 

World's  Columbian  Exposition,  silver,  halt  dollar. 


101.11 

101.21 

101.31 
102.01 

103.11 

103.21 

104.11 

104.21 

105.13 
105.23 
105.33 
105.43 
105.53 

106.11 

106.21 
107.01 
108.01 

109.11 

109.21 

110.11 

110.21 
111  11 
111.21 
112.11 
112.21 

112.31 
112.41 
113.03 
114.01 

115.01 

116.01 

117.03 

118.03 

119.11 

119.21 

120.11 

120.13 

120.21 


1892 

1893  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1893  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  Queen  Isabella,  silver,  quarter  dollar. 

1900  Lafayette  Monument  Memorial,  silver,  dollar. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  Jefferson,  gold,  dollar. 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  William  McKinley,  gold,  dollar. 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition,  gold,  dollar. 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition,  gold,  dollar. 

191 5 - S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  gold,  dollar. 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  gold,  $2.50  (Quarter  Eagle). 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  (Round),  gold,  fifty  dollars  (Half  Union). 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  (Octagonal),  gold,  fifty  dollars  (Half  Union). 

1916  McKinley  Memorial,  gold,  dollar. 

1917  McKinley  Memorial,  gold,  dollar. 

1918  Lincoln-I 1 1 inois  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1920  Maine  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1921  Pilgrim  Tercentenary,  1921  date  next  to  Pilgrim,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1921  Missouri  Centennial,  no  2*4,  silver,  halt  dollar. 

1921  Missouri  Centennial,  2X4  in  field  at  left,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1921  Alabama  Centennial  "2X2"  at  right  above  stars,  silver,  half  dollar, 

1921  Alabama  Centennial  no  "2X2".  silver,  half  dollar. 

1922  Grant  Memorial,  no  *  above  the  word  "Grant",  silver,  half  dollar. 

1922  Grant  Memorial,  *  above  the  word  "Grant",  silver,  half  dollar. 

1922  Grant  Memorial,  no  *  above  the  word  "Grant",  gold,  dollar. 

1922  Grant  Memorial,  *  above  the  word  "Grant",  gold,  dollar. 

1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1924  Huguenot-Wa 1 1 oon  Tercentenary,  Huguenot  leader  Gaspard  deColigny  and  William!  of  Orange, 
silver,  half  dollar. 

1925  Lexi ngton-Concord  Sesquicentennial ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1925  Stone  Mountain  Memorial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1925- S  California  Diamond  Jubilee,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1 925 ( S )  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1926  Sesquicentennial  of  America  Independence  (Philadelphia),  silver,  half  dollar. 

1926  Sesquicentennial  of  America  Independence  (Philadelphia),  gold,  $2.50  (Quarter  Eagle'. 

1926  Oregon  Trail  Memorial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

1 926-  S  Oregon  Trail  Memorial,  silver,  half  dollar. 


1928 


Oregon  Trail  Memorial,  silver,  half  dollar. 
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120.32 

1933-D 

Oregon 

Trai  1 

Memor i al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

120.42 

1 934 - D 

Oregon 

Trai  1 

Memor i al , 

si  1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

120.51 

1936 

Oregon 

Frail 

Memor i al , 

s i 1 ver , 

ha  1  f 

dollar. 

120.53 

1936-S 

Oregon 

Trai  1 

Memor i al , 

si  1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

120.62 

1937-0 

Oregon 

Trail 

Memorial , 

si  1 ver, 

half 

dol  1  ar . 

120.71 

1938 

Oregon 

Trail 

Memori al , 

si  1 ver. 

half 

dol lar. 

120.72 

1 9  38- D 

Oregon  Trail 

Memor i al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dol lar. 

120.73 

1 9  38- S 

Oregon  Trail 

Memori al , 

si  1 ver , 

half 

dol lar. 

120.81 

1939 

Oregon 

Trai  1 

Memori al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

120.82 

1939-D 

Oregon 

Trai  1 

Memori al , 

si  Tver , 

half 

dollar. 

120.83 

1 939- S 

Oregon 

Trail 

Memor i al , 

si Iver, 

half 

dollar. 

121.01  1927  Vermont-Benn i ngton  Sesqui centenni  al ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

122.01  1928  Hawaii  Discovery  Sesquicentenni a  1 ,  silver,  half  dollar, 

123.01  1934  Maryland  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 


124.11 

1934 

Texas 

Independence 

Centennial , 

si Iver, 

half 

dol 1 ar . 

124.21 

1935 

Texas 

Independence 

Centenn i a  1 , 

si Iver, 

half 

dol lar. 

124.22 

1935-D 

Texas 

Independence 

Centenn i al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dol 1 ar . 

124.23 

1935-S 

Texas 

I ndependence 

Centenni al , 

si Iver, 

half 

dollar. 

124.31 

1936 

Texas 

I ndependence 

Centenni al , 

si  1 ve^, 

half 

dol 1 ar . 

12^.32 

1 9  3  6  -  D 

T  exas 

Independence 

Centenni al , 

si Iver , 

half 

dollar. 

124.33 

1936-S 

Texas 

I ndependence 

Centenni al . 

si Iver, 

half 

dollar. 

124.41 

1937 

T  exas 

I ndependence 

Centennial . 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

124.42 

1937-D 

Texas 

I ndependence 

Centennial , 

s i 1 ver. 

half 

dollar. 

124.43 

1937-S 

Texas 

I ndependence 

Centennial , 

silver, 

half 

dollar. 

124.51 

1938 

Texas 

Independence 

Centennial , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

124.52 

1938-D 

Texas 

Independence 

Centennial , 

s i I ver , 

half 

dollar. 

124.53 

1938-S 

Texas 

I ndependence 

Centennial , 

si  Tver, 

half 

dollar. 

125.11 

1934 

Dan i e 1 

Boone 

Bicentennial , 

si Iver,  half  dol lar. 

125.21 

1935 

Daniel 

Boone 

Bicentennial , 

small  1934,  silver,  half 

dol 1 ar . 

125.22 

1935-D 

Daniel 

Boone 

Bicentennial , 

small  1934,  silver,  half 

dollar. 

125.23 

1935-S 

Daniel 

Boone 

Bicentennial , 

small  1934,  silver,  half 

dollar. 

125.31 

1935 

Daniel 

Boone 

Bicentenni al , 

no  small  1934,  silver. 

half 

dol 1 ar 

125.32 

1935-D 

Daniel 

Boone 

Bicentenni al , 

no  small  1934,  silver, 

half 

dollar 

125.33 

1935-S 

Dan i el 

Boone 

Bicentennial , 

no  small  1934,  silver, 

half 

dollar 

125.41 

1936 

Daniel 

Boone 

Bicentenni al , 

si Iver,  half  dol lar. 

125.4? 

1S36-0 

Dan i el 

Boone 

Bicentennial , 

s i Iver ,  half  dollar. 

126.43 

1936-S 

Dan i e  1 

Boone 

B i centenni a  1 , 

si Iver,  half  dol lar. 
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125.51  1937  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

125.52  1937-D  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

125.53  1937-S  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

125.61  1938  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

125.62  1 9 38- D  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

125.63  1938-S  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 


126.01 

1935 

Connecticut  Tercentenary,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

127.11 

1935 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

si  Tver, 

half 

dol 1 ar . 

127.12 

1 9  3  5  -  D 

Arkansas 

Centennial , 

s i 1 ver , 

ha  1  f 

dollar. 

127.13 

1935-S 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

si lver , 

half 

dol 1 ar . 

127.21 

1936 

Arkansas 

Centennial , 

si lver, 

ha  1  f 

dollar. 

127.22 

1936-D 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

s i 1 ver , 

ha  1  f 

dollar. 

127.23 

1936-S 

Arkansas 

Centennial , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.31 

1937 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.32 

1937-D 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.33 

1937-S 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.41 

1938 

Arkansas 

Centennial , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dol  1  ar-. 

127.42 

1 938- D 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.43 

1938-S 

Arkansas 

Centennial , 

si  1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.51 

1939 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

si  1 ver , 

half 

dol 1 ar . 

127.52 

1939-D 

Arkansas 

Centenn i al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

127.53 

1939-S 

Arkansas 

Centenni al , 

s i 1 ver , 

half 

dollar. 

128.01 

1935 

Hudson,  N 

.Y.  Sesquicentennial 

,  silver,  half  do 

129.13  1 935- S  California-Pacific  Exposition  (San  Diego),  silver,  half  dollar. 

129.22  1 9 36- D  California-Pacific  Exposition  (SanDiego),  silver,  half  dollar. 

130.01  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail,  silver  half  dollar. 

131  .11  1936  Providence,  R.  I .  Tercentenary ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

131  .12  1936-D  Providence,  R.  1  •  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

131  .13  1 936 - S  Providence,  R.  I .  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

132.01  1936  Cleveland  Centennial  and  Great  Lakes  Exposition,  silver,  half  doll 

133.01  1936  Wisconsin  Territorial  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

134.11  1936  Cincinnati  Music  Center,  silver,  half  dollar. 

134.12  1936-D  Cincinnati  Music  Center,  silver,  half  dollar. 

134.13  1 936- S  Cincinnati  Music  Center,  silver,  half  dollar. 

135.01  1936  Long  Island  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

136.01  1936  Arkansas  Centennial-Senator  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  silver,  half  dollar 

137.01  1936  York  County,  Maine  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

138.01  1936  Br i dgepor t ,  Conn .  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 
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139.01 

193c 

Lynchburg,  Va.  Sesqu icentenn  i  al ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

140.01 

1936 

Albany,  INI. Y.  Sesquicentenni  al ,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

141.01 

1936 

Elgin, 

Ill.  Pioneer  Memorial  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar 

• 

142.03 

1936-S 

San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge,  silver,  half  dollar. 

143.11 

1936 

Columbia,  S.C  .  Sesquicentenni al ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

143.12 

1 936 - D 

Co  1 umb  i  a,  S  .C .  Sesquicentennial ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

143.13 

1936-S 

Columbia,  S.C.  Sesquicentennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

144.01 

1936 

Delaware  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

145.01 

1936 

Battle 

of  Gettysburg  75th Anni versary , 

silver,  half  dollar. 

146.01 

1936 

Norfolk,  Va.  Bicentennial  and  Tercentenary,  silver,  half  dollar. 

147.01 

1937 

Roanoke  Island,  N.C.  Colonization  350th  Anni versary,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

148.01 

1937 

Battle 

of  Antietam  75th  Ann i versary,  si 

lver,  half  dollar. 

149.01 

1938 

New  Roche! 1 e ,  N . Y .  250th  Anni versary ,  silver,  half  dollar. 

150.01 

1946 

Iowa  Statehood  Centennial,  silver,  half  dollar. 

151.11 

1946 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  dollar. 

151.12 

1 946 - D 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  dollar. 

151.13 

1946-S 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.21 

1947 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.22 

1 94  7 - D 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  dollar. 

151.23 

1 94  7 - S 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.31 

1948 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.31 

1948-D 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  dollar. 

151.33 

1948-S 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  do! lar. 

151.41 

1949 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151  .42 

1949-D 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  dol lar. 

151.43 

1 949-S 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.51 

1950 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.52 

1950-D 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dol lar. 

151.53 

1 950-5 

Booker 

1.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dol lar. 

151.61 

1951 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver. 

half  dollar. 

151.62 

1 951 -D 

Booker 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

151.63 

1951 -S 

Bookrt 

T.  Washington  Memorial,  silver, 

half  dollar. 

152.11 

1951 

Booker 

T.  Washi ngton-George  Washington 

Carver,  silver, 

half 

dollar. 

152.12 

1951-D 

Booker 

T.  Wash  1 ngton-George  Washington 

Carver,  silver, 

half 

dollar. 

152.13 

1951-3 

Booker 

T.  Wash i ngton-George  Washington 

Carver,  silver, 

half 

dollar. 

152.21 

1962 

Booker 

T.  Wash i ngton-George  Washington 

Carver,  silver. 

half 

dol lar. 

152.22 

1 952- D 

Booker 

T.  Wash i ngton-George  Washington 

Carver,  silver. 

half 

dollar. 

See 

1952-5 

Booker 

T.  Wash  1 ngton-George  Washington 

Carver ,  silver. 

half 

dol lar. 

Page  22 
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THE  HUDSON,  NEW  YORK,  SESQUICEN  EENNIAL 

HALF  DOLLAR 


( )bvn  sc 


Rcx'cr.st 


Obverse:  Look  tor  wear  in  the  center  or  the  Sower  middie  sat!  of  tne  Halt  Moon.  Some  fine  scratches,  one  to 
handling,  may  be  present  in  this  area  and  such  should  no!  be  considered  wear  If  also  present  ;v  -.he  -  eTse 
vour  coin  is  almost  uncirculated. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  be  apparent  on  the  letters  ot  the  cit-v  s  motto  i  n  nt ;  t  s  r;i  pknu  m  kk  •  which  car?  be 
weaklv  struck.  Be  alert! 


THE  HUGUENOT  -  WALLOON  TERCENTEN  APT 

DOLLAR 


*  J  ■  ft 

f~ J|  ^  jh 


Obverse:  Look  loi  vveat  on  the  cheek  bone  ol  \dmii  al  (  oligm  . 

Reverse:  Weai'  will  be  apparent  in  the  areas  ol  the  ships  stern,  the  centci  ol  the  main  mast  and  the  non  s  nest 
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l  ilt  GRANT  MEMORIAL  ISSUES — GOLD  AN1)  SILVER 


( )bvn  sc 


R  event 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  llie  cheek  bone  and  indicated  areas  of  General  Gram.  Criss-cross  scratches  its  the 
above-mentioned  area  will  make  vour  evaluation  easier. 

Re  \  erse:  Weal  will  oeem  on  the  leaves  of  the  1 1  ees  in  l  be  areas  indie  a  tec  I  Should  \  on  have  dil  fie  nil  \  in  making 
\oui  evaluation  —  wliic  h  most  likeh  will  be  the  c  ase — refer  to  the  obverse  n  >  be  certain  wear  is  present .  II  such 
is  the  ease,  grade*  the  coin  almost  uncirculated 


THE  HAWAIIAN  OR  CAPTAIN  COOK 
SESQU 1 CENTEN N I AL  HALF  DOLLAR 


<  )bvn  v 


Revet  s  e 


(  ) be  ci  sc  Look  tor  w ear  on  I  he  cheek  f)onc‘  of  Captain  (  it >ok  a nd  I  he*  roll  of  hair  ovei  bis  e*ar . 

Reverse  V\  <  a i  will  be  apparent  on  the  left  hand  and  lingers  of  the*  lelt  band  ol  the  Hawaiian  warnoi  chiel 
bolding  a  n  erec  t  spear  Also  i  ns  pec  l  the  t  luglis  and  knees  loi  slight  Diction. 
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rHE  MONROE  DOCTRINE  CENTENNIAL  HALE 

DOLLAR 


FHE  NEW  ROCHELLE 


YORK  HALF 


i  h  »{  <  \  h* 


( )h\  ci  sc:  Look  loi  weai  on  I  lie  1 1 1 1 >  < > I  I  lie  “I  at  l e  call e. 

Reverse:  Weai  will  lie*  apparent  on  I  lie  Hem  <!e  lis  in  the  area  indicated.  However,  on  the  centei  petal  ilieie 
appeals  a  main  vein,  01  midrih,  which  looks  worn.  I  Ins  area  is  almost  alwavs  struck  Hal  and  should  not  he 
looked  upon  as  a  worn  specimen. 
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IMF, 


NORFOLK,  VIRGINIA,  BICENTENNIAI 


MALI 


DOLLAR 


FHE  OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  MALL  DOLLARS 


Ofrvn w 


Kt’vn  w 


Obverse  I  1 1 's  i  look  lot  we.  1 1  on  l  lie  l  h  ii  ml  >  and  1 1  timers  of  the  Indians  lei  l  hand .  Specimens  exist  ol  di  1 1  ei  cm 
dates  within  this  issue  wln<  h  show  Ins  right  hand  (holding  the  bow)  as  a  blob  ol  metal,  and  thus  we  have  no 
definition  ol  a  thumb  oi  Inst  finger.  Such  was  due  to  striking  as  the  coin  was  produced.  Weai  ma\  next  be 
observed  on  the  Indian  s  knee  and  thigh. 

Rev ci  sc  Weai  will  be  apparent  on  the  hip  of  the  ox . 
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YOU  JUST  MIGHT  BE  A  BLUE  NECK 
(NORTHERNER)  IF... 


Instead  of  referring  to  two  or  more  people  as  "Y'all,"  you  call  them  "you  guys,"  even  if  both  of 
them  are  women. 

You  think  barbecue  is  a  verb  meaning  "to  cook  outside." 

You  think  Heinz  ketchup  is  really  SPICY. 

You  would  never  stop  to  buy  something  somebody  was  cooking  on  the  side  of  the  road  (boiled 
peanuts). 

You  don't  have  any  problems  pronouncing  "Worcestershire  sauce"  correctly. 

For  breakfast,  you  would  prefer  potatoes-au-gratin  to  grits. 

You  don't  know  what  a  moon  pie  is. 

You've  never,  ever  eaten  okra  (fried,  boiled,  or  pickled). 

You  eat  fried  chicken  with  a  knife  and  fork. 

You've  never  seen  a  live  chicken,  and  the  only  cows  you’ve  seen  are  on  road  trips. 

You  have  no  idea  what  a  polecat  is. 

You  don't  see  anything  wrong  with  putting  a  sweater  on  your  dog. 

You  would  rather  have  your  son  become  a  lawyer  than  grow  up  to  get  his  own  TV  fishing  show 

You  have  never  planned  your  summer  vacation  around  a  gun-'n-kmfe  show. 

You  don't  even  have  one  can  of  WD-40  somewhere  around  the  house. 

The  last  time  you  smiled  was  when  you  blocked  someone  from  getting  on  an  on-ramp  to  the 
highway. 

You  don't  have  any  hats  in  your  closet  that  advertise  feed  stores. 

You  don't  know  anyone  with  at  least  two  first  names  (Joe  Bob,  Faye  Ellen,  Billy  Ray,  Mary  Jo, 
Bubba  Dean,  Joe  Dan,  Mary  Alice) 

You  don't  know  any  women  with  male  names  (Tommie,  Bobbie,  Johnnie,  Jimmie) 

You  don't  have  Maw-maw's  &  Paw-paw's. 
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SOCIETY cFO(R^ V.S.  C0CMCMECM0(RJ4YWE  COWS 


A  Not-for-Profit  Corporation 


ANA  Club  Member  C-1 123580  Since  1984 


President . Anthony  Swiatek 

E-mail:  USCOINGURU@aol.com 

V  ice  President .  Gregory  Mirsky 

E-mail:  GRS91 8@aol.com 

Editor  &  Secretary  . Gary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Treasurer .  Mary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Publication  Historian  . Clark  Fogg 

E-mail:  cfogg@beverlyhills.org 

ANA  Club  Representative .  David  Provost 

E-mail:  commems@aol.com 

WEB  Master . David  Provost 


Money  Mailer  Direct  Response,  LLC,  Savannah,  GA 
prints  The  Commemorative  Trail. 

Are  You  Moving? 

Please  send  us  your  new  address. 


SUSCC  Mailing  Address: 

E-mail: 

Telephone: 

Web  site: 


Gary  Beedon 
P.O.  Box  2335 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 
beedon@earthlink.net 

(714)  963-6138 

http:/ /www.  suscconlme.  orq 
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Membership  Application 


Society  for  i.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State  and  Zip  Code 
Daytime  Telephone  Number 
Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  F.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach.  CA  92647 


